Anti-cardiolipin antibody and renal disease: a report three cases.
Anti-cardiolipin antibodies have been linked to recurrent arterial and venous thrombosis in multiple organs. We present a biopsy-documented report of thrombotic renal disease apparently attributable to circulating anti-cardiolipin antibodies. One patient had primary anti-cardiolipin syndrome, one had mild SLE, and the third had a mild lupus-like syndrome. All three patients had a clinical course dominated by repeated multi-organ system thrombosis. Renal biopsy disclosed thrombosis at the level of the glomerular capillaries, arterioles, and interlobular arteries--similar to that described in other thrombotic microangiopathies. Renal thrombosis was not associated with active endocapillary proliferative lupus nephritis, suggesting a mechanism independent of subendothelial immune deposit injury. Renal presentation was variable, ranging from asymptomatic mild proteinuria to nephrotic-range proteinuria, renal insufficiency, and hypertension.